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THE AUGUSTINIANS
There is one further visit to mate before we can leave the
baroque city and set out with Friar Sebastiao Manrique on his
travels. This is to the Augustinian monastery, the Convent of our
Lady of Grace as it was called, where Manrique lived for many
years.
The Augustinians arrived at Goa later than the Dominicans and
the Jesuits, and began to build their monastery in 1572. This
occupied some time, for to the monastery proper they added a
church, a college, and a novitiate. These buildings were situated
two or three hundred yards to the west of the Jesuits' House on a
slope which commanded a view of the harbour. Albert de Mandel-
slo called there a few days subsequent to his visit to the Professed
House in 1659. It was, indeed, one of the show places in Goa.
Coltineau, another traveller of the period, declared the monastery
itself to be the best building in a city of magnificent buildings.
Mandelslo, taking a palanquin at the wharf, was carried to it in
the cool brightness of a January morning. He was much impressed.
'It is seated', he writes, 'upon a little eminency, so that, seeing it
at a certain distance a man would take it for one of the noblest
palaces in the world. The Friers carried us all about it and shew'd
us particularly the rich copes and other priests' vestments.' The
Augustinians still retained their original name of Hermits of St.
Augustine, by which they had been called when they were beg-
ging recluses in the eleventh century. In the thirteenth they were
organized by the Pope under a General and during the next three
hundred years their monasteries spread over Europe and into
Asia, and from being begging friars they became a rich com-
munity. In Goa they lived in great state. The group of buildings
was like a small university. There were a fine library, an excellent
picture gallery, vast dormitories, and a great number of cells,
resembling, rather, private studies. The chapel, with its Gothic
choir, was surmounted by two towers, which contained the largest
bells in the city, one of them weighing 4,800 pounds. The pillared
cloisters round the quadrangle, and the garden outside, com-
pleted the appearance of a college.
The Augustinians were, after the Dominicans, the most influ-
ential body in Goa at this period. Dom Fr. Aleixo de Menezes,
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